[Humoral immune defects in adults].
The importance of humoral immune defects and of the antibody deficiency syndrome, respectively, at adult age was examined on 69 patients. As immunological methods the estimation of the immunoglobulins G, A, M, D with Mancini's technique, of IgA-antibodies with Ouchterlony's technique, of T-lymphocytes with the sheep erythrocyte rosette test, of B-lymphocytes with direct immunofluorescence and mouse erythrocyte rosette test were used. The enzyme adenosine deaminase was determined in the plasma, the erythrocytes and the lymphocytes. 31 patients with primary antibody deficiency syndrome, of them 22 patients with selective IgA-deficiency could be diagnosed. 38 patients with secondary antibody deficiency syndrome came from groups of patients with lymphoproliferative diseases (non-Hodgkin-lymphoma and plasmocytoma), chronic dialysis and other haematological diseases. In 80% of the patients clinical symptoms of an immune defect could be proved. Chronically relapsing infections of the respiratory tract are in the first place. Familial accumulation, allergic reactions, antibodies against IgA, statistically significant accumulation of gastric and duodenal ulcers set off the anyway large group of patients with selective IgA-deficiency. An antibody deficiency syndrome with IgA-deficiency could be proved in 5 of 16 patients undergoing the dialysis programme, but clinically it is perhaps insignificant. Disturbances of the cell-mediated immune reaction occurred in a child with teleangiectatic ataxia and lymphoproliferative diseases. A deficiency of adenosine deaminase, which is of importance in combined immune defects syndrome at adult age, but it is to be proved in the plasmocytoma and the non-Hodgkin-lymphoma. The necessity of the knowledge of forms of the antibody deficiency syndrome at adult age results from the increasingly immunosuppressively acting therapeutic measures, correct and well-timed diagnosing as well as the necessity of aimed consultation of the physician in institutions specialised in immunology.